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RadiciGroup at the General Assembly of Green Economy 2014
At the General Assembly of the Green Economy 2014 held in Rimini on 5 and 6 November,
RadiciGroup reported on its experience using the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) method,
set forth in the 2013 European Commission Recommendations on measuring and communicating
the life cycle environmental performance of products and organizations.
On 5 and 6 November, more than 100 speakers – from numerous organizations including
RadiciGroup – gave presentations at this year’s General Assembly of the Green Economy, a
conference attended by about 2,000 people, held during ECOMONDO, the 18th International
Trade Fair of Material and Energy Recovery and Sustainable Development (Rimini, from 5 to 8
November). The speakers represented a broad spectrum of society: institutions, businesses,
research organizations and associations.
The conference was an important two-day event focusing on the
policies and measures needed to support Italian companies in their
green economy development efforts. The green economy sector has
continued to grow year after year even during the world economic and
financial

crisis.

According

to

the

United

Nations

Industrial

Development Organization (UNIDO), global market sales of green
products and services (energy and energy efficiency, sustainable water resource management,
sustainable mobility, efficient materials use, waste management and recycling) was estimated to
be about EUR 990 billion in 2005, with EUR 2,200 billion projected in 2020, i.e., more than double
the 2005 figure. Currently, more than 25% of Italian companies with up to 250 employees provide
green products and services, and an additional 7% are planning to do so in the course of the next
three years. These companies were the real main players of the two-day General Assembly of the
Green Economy, which comprised seven thematic sessions for in-depth discussion: eco-friendly
agrifoods, eco-innovation and competitiveness of Italian businesses, natural capital, economic
savings of waste recycling, energy and climate, sustainable water resource management and,
lastly, from carbon footprint to environmental footprint. The RadiciGroup presentation was part of
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the seventh session on carbon and environmental footprints and illustrated the Group’s experience
using the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) method, set forth in the 2013 European
Commission Recommendations “on the use of common methods to measure and communicate
the life cycle environmental performance of products and organizations”.
In July 2013, Radici Chimica SpA, a RadiciGroup chemical company engaged in the production
of polyamide 6.6 and related intermediates, signed a voluntary agreement with the Italian Ministry
for the Environment to join a collaboration programme with the Ministry and other businesses to
promote emissions reduction and the wider adoption of sustainable models for production and
consumption. The object of the agreement was to use the PEF method to assess, measure and
quantify the reduction in the environmental impact of polyamide 6.6 and its intermediates, which
was achieved through an emission abatement plant built at the Group’s Novara production site.
“In our talk we reported our results on emissions reduction using the impact categories of the PEF
methodology,” Stefano Alini, corporate quality manager of RadiciGroup, said. “We focused our
attention on the practical aspects of this method to assess its application in the field, on the
difficulties that must still be overcome in order to make the method more user friendly, and, most
importantly, on the results achieved in improving the
effectiveness

of

our

communications

on

the

sustainability policy we have been following for years
now.”
Mr. Alini concluded his presentation by reporting the
main results of RadiciGroup’s PEF experimentation:
“The changes we made to the Radici Chimica plant for
the production of nitric acid and adipic acid led to a
significant drop in greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions. A
comparison of 2011 values with the values measured
in 2014 shows a 63% reduction in GHG emissions for
nitric acid and a 33% reduction for adipic acid. The
PEF methodology has brought to light significant
improvement in other indicators as well, such as
acidification, terrestrial eutrophication and photochemical ozone formation, and has shown that
there were no negative environmental impacts on other environmental matrices.”
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ECOMONDO 2014 FIGURES…
The numbers speak for themselves: ECOMONDO, International Trade Fair of Material and Energy
Recovery and Sustainable Development, has continued to grow over the years reaching record
setting numbers during this year’s 18th edition: 101,144 (+8.6% compared to 2013), the number of
people who visited the green economy trade fair in Rimini from 5 to 8 November; 1,200, the
company exhibitors hosted in the various thematic halls – Ecomondo (material and energy
recovery), Key Energy (renewable energy and energy efficiency), Key Wind (wind power), H2R
(sustainable mobility), Cooperambiente (coop system for the environment), and Condominio Eco
(eco solutions and services for buildings); 86, the number of countries of origin of the participants;
350, the number of foreign buyers (Turkey was the country with the most buyers, followed by the
Balkan countries, North Africa, Russia, Bulgaria, Romania, South America and Poland); 1,000, the
number of presentations delivered at the many workshop and conference sessions (for a grand
total of 8,000 attendees) along the following thematic lines: support for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), research and innovation value transfer (financing available, including EU
financing) and internationality (focus on the Mediterranean countries, Brazil, Russia and China).

See you at ECOMONDO

2015 from 3 to 6 November.

RADICIGROUP: 2013 sales of EUR 1,045 million. Production and sales sites in Europe, North America, South America
and Asia. Diversified businesses focusing on chemicals, plastics, synthetic fibres and nonwovens. Know-how.
Vertically integrated nylon production. Constant commitment to guaranteeing its customers quality, sustainable
innovation and reliability. All this is RadiciGroup, a leader in nylon chemicals. RadiciGroup products are used in
applications such as: APPAREL – FURNISHINGS – AUTOMOTIVE – CONSUMER GOODS – CONSTRUCTION –
ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS – HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES – SPORT. RadiciGroup, with its Chemicals,
Plastics, Synthetic Fibres and Nonwovens Business Areas, is part of a larger industrial group that also includes textile
machinery and energy businesses. www.radicigroup.com
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